
BEST PRACTICE 2

SAMPLE
Kavanah/Intention-Setting
 

In introducing Aleinu to your community, consider 
writing, or collaborating with your organization’s 
religious or educational leaders to write, a 
kavanah, a brief reflection to help set intentions, 
or inviting an educational or religious leader from 
your organization to design one appropriate for 
your community. Below is a sample kavanah for 
your reference.

SAMPLE KAVANAH  / INTENTION FOR  

FIRST MEETING WITH THE COMMUNITY

As we launch into this initiative to safeguard our community’s 

children, may we be guided and protected in our work by the words 

of the Aleinu prayer: 

לתקן עולם במלכות שדי

l’takken olam b’malchut Sha-dai, 

To repair the world under God’s kingdom. 

Knowing that our children are the future of our community, we thank 

each member of this committee, our organization’s leadership, and 

each of you for dedicating your time to this sacred work. Coming 

together with gratitude and strength, we hope to ensure the safety, 

wellbeing, and health of our children in order to fulfill Isaiah’s 

teaching (54:13): 

ורב שלום בניך  

V’rav sh’lom banayikh

Great will be the peace of your children.

By introducing the community to Aleinu with an intention such as this one, you root the work of safeguarding 

children in Jewish tradition and link it to your community’s mission-driven initiatives. The hopeful frame adds 

spiritual meaning to the work and has the potential to sustain the community through difficult conversations. 

Best Practice 2
Create Opportunities for 
Community Dialogue

Goal 3  
Introduce the Community to the 
Initiative 

OBJECTIVES

Introduce your community to the 

work of child protection through a 

Jewish lens.  

AUDIENCE

Your organization’s educational 

leaders and/or religious leaders    

TIME

2 minutes to read through and 

adopt this kavanah or 30 minutes 

to craft a kavanah tailored to your 

community


